Forestville Central School
SPECIAL EDUCATION INFORMATION
Upon your child’s enrollment or attendance in a public school, you should be aware of your rights regarding
the possible referral and evaluation of your child for the purposes of special education services or
programs. Below is information related to initial referrals and evaluations for special education services.
Additional information can be found at the New York State Department of Education website at:
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/policy/parentguide.htm#Rights
Initial Referral for Special Education Services
What should you do if you feel your child needs special education?
If you have a preschool child and you have noticed that your child is not developing skills such as walking,
talking or playing like other young children, you may want to talk to your family doctor. He or she may be
able to reassure you that children develop at different rates and your child is within the normal
developmental scales. If, however, the doctor is concerned, or you are still not comfortable with your
child’s progress, you may make a referral to your school district’s Committee on Preschool Special
Education (CPSE).
If your school-age child is having difficulties in school, first talk to his or her teacher. Many schools offer
supports for students within regular education such as speech and language improvement services,
occupational therapy improvement services, physical therapy improvement services, curriculum and
instructional modifications and Academic Intervention Services. If you, the teacher and principal have not
been able to help your child, your child may have a disability which affects his or her learning. To find out,
you can make a referral to the Committee on Special Education (CSE).
What is a referral for special education?
A referral is a written statement asking that the school district evaluate your child to determine if he or she
needs special education services. This written statement should be addressed to the chairperson of your
school district’s Committee or your school principal. The referral may result in a request to have your child
tested to see if he or she needs special education services. In some cases, you may want to meet with the
principal before agreeing to test your child to discuss other ways to assist your child. As a result, the referral
may be withdrawn.
Who else can make a referral for special education?
You, the parent, can always make a referral for your child. Your child’s teacher or a professional in your
child’s school may also make a referral to the Committee. Additional people who may make a referral
include doctors, judicial officers (such as a family court judge or a probation officer) or a designated person
in a public agency. For a preschool child, any of the people mentioned above may make a referral to the
CPSE. In addition, a referral may also be made by someone from an Early Childhood Direction Center, an
approved preschool program or an Early Intervention Program that serves children with disabilities from
birth to age three. A student over eighteen and younger than 21 who is an emancipated minor may refer
him or herself.

What are the Committee on Preschool Special Education (CPSE) and the Committee on Special Education
(CSE)?
Every school district has a CPSE and a CSE that decide a child's special education needs and services. The
CPSE is responsible for children with disabilities ages 3-5 years. The CSE is responsible for children with
disabilities ages 5-21. Some school districts also have Subcommittees on Special Education (sometimes
called the SubCSE). You are a member of the Committee that will recommend special education services
for your child.
You know your child better than anyone else and you have valuable knowledge to bring to Committee
discussions. Other members of the Committees are people who have a broad range of experiences planning
for and/or working with students with disabilities. Together you will work to make sure that special
education programs and services are provided to meet your child’s needs.

Non-Discrimination Statement (12/15
The Forestville Central School District does not discriminate in its employment and admission to programs and activities as
applicable, on the basis of actual or perceived race, color, creed, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, economic
status, marital status, veterans' status, political affiliation, domestic victim status, use of a guide dog, hearing dog or service dog,
disability, or other classifications protected under federal or state law, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other
designated youth groups. The designated district compliance officers will coordinate compliance with the nondiscrimination
requirements of Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended, the
Boy Scouts of America Equal Access Act, and the New York State Human Rights Law.
The Forestville Central School District Compliance Officers are: Superintendent, 12 Water Street, Forestville, NY 14062 (716)
965-6539, MS/HS Principal, 4 Academy Street, Forestville, NY 14062 (716) 965-2711, Elementary Principal, 12 Water Street,
Forestville, NY 14062 (716) 965-2742. Complaints may also be filed with the Office for Civil Rights, New York Office, U.S.
Department of Education, 32 Old Slip, 26th Floor, New York, NY 10005-2500, phone (646) 428-3800, fax (646)428-3843, email:
OCR.NewYork@ed.gov.

